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COMMENDING PRESIDENT 

NURSULTAN NAZARBAYEV OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the Republic of Kazakhstan 
on the 10th anniversary of President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev’s initiative in establishing the Con-
gress of Leaders of World and Traditional Re-
ligions. 

In the 111th Congress, the U.S. House of 
Representatives unanimously passed H. Res. 
535, a Resolution I introduced to commend 
the Congress of Leaders of World and Tradi-
tional Religions for calling upon all nations to 
live in peace and mutual understanding. 

The Congress of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions has always been based on 
the premise that religion can be an important 
arbiter for resolving political differences and 
conflicts, and I am pleased that The Congress 
of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions 
has created a platform for building bridges of 
mutual understanding. The Congress has be-
come an effective forum for leaders of world 
religions to promote a united approach to the 
critical issue of interreligious dialogue. 

The Congress of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions also has become a full- 
fledged platform for multi-track-discussions on 
the most pressing issues of international reli-
gious affairs. Kazakhstan’s capital, Astana, 
has hosted four high-profile gatherings of sen-
ior clerics from Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Hinduism, Taoism and other faiths. It 
was my privilege to attend a gathering of the 
Congress which included participation from 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, the Christian denomination of which I 
am a member. 

A symbol of tolerance, Astana was a center 
for interreligious discussions during 
Kazakhstan’s 2010 OSCE Chairmanship and 
the subsequent Organization of Islamic Co-
operation Ministerial Chairmanship in 2011– 
2012. As a secular state with a predominantly 
Muslim population, Kazakhstan has been 
working to promote tolerance and interreli-
gious dialogue since the first days of its inde-
pendence. As the world was recovering from 
the aftermath of 9/11, Kazakhstan responded 
to international grievances by convening a 
Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional 
Religions. 

President Nazarbayev also has met with 
Pope Benedict XVI and other high-ranking 
representatives of the Vatican, focusing dis-
cussions on the necessity for further develop-
ment of interreligious dialogue. The visit of 
John Paul Pope II in Kazakhstan in 2001 as 
well as a visit to the Vatican by President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev in 2009 indicates that 
an active bilateral cooperation exists. 

In February 2013, the Chairman of 
Kazakhstan’s Senate and Head of the Secre-
tariat of the Congress of Leaders of World and 
Traditional Religions Kairat Mami also met 
with Pope Benedict XVI at the Vatican and ex-
pressed gratitude to the Holy See for support 
of the Congress. 

During these meetings, Pope Benedict XVI 
praised the efforts of President Nazarbayev in 
preserving intercultural understanding and ac-

cord, and wished success, especially in the 
strengthening of peace. 

At the Vatican, Kazakhstan’s Chairman of 
the Agency for Religious Affairs Kairat Lama 
Sharif and the Cardinals of the Holy See also 
discussed the prospects of the Congress of 
Astana and the deepening of interreligious re-
lations. As Angelo Sodano, Dean of the Col-
lege of Cardinals of the Holy See, stated, ‘‘I 
think that the idea of the President of 
Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev to hold the 
Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional 
Religions is very important. This is a great 
contribution to the development of interreli-
gious dialogue. And very big work has been 
conducted for the past 10 years. This year the 
diplomatic relations between Kazakhstan and 
the Vatican is 21. During all this time the mu-
tual aspiration for interreligious and intercul-
tural concord only has strengthened.’’ 

An organized photo exhibition at the Vatican 
was devoted to the 10th anniversary of the 
Congress, and the photo exhibition will now be 
displayed in the U.S. Capitol during a recep-
tion to be held on May 7, 2013. I am honored 
to participate in this worthy cause. 

Once more, I commend President 
Nazarbayev for his visionary leadership. Presi-
dent Nazarbayev is a man committed to 
peace, and I stand with him as he spares no 
effort to advance understanding. For historical 
purposes, I thank him for establishing the 
Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional 
Religions, and for promoting religious dialogue 
between people of all faiths. 

f 

AUTISM AWARENESS 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to raise awareness for the 2 million individuals 
in the U.S. that have autism. Autism is a brain 
disorder that affects the mental development 
of children all across the United States. 

Autism is a disease that is being thrust into 
the national spotlight. One in every 88 children 
in the United States is now affected by it. That 
number is a ten-fold increase in prevalence 
over a period of just 40 years. Indeed, autism 
is the fastest growing developmental disability 
in the United States. 

Some solace is found in the fact that many 
organizations are making great strides in pro-
moting awareness of autism. One that is ac-
tive in my district is the Autism Cares Founda-
tion, located out of Richboro, PA. It is organi-
zations such as this that are on the front lines 
of combating the challenge that autism is pre-
senting to this country. I am proud of the peo-
ple at Autism Cares and those in organiza-
tions like it that are committed to building 
awareness and outreach as they continue to 
serve families living with autism. 

f 

BLACK JANUARY AND KHOJALY 
MASSACRE 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to dis-
cuss several matters of importance to Azer-

baijan. I note that January 20, 2013 marked 
the 23rd anniversary of an historic and tragic 
day in the history of the country of Azerbaijan. 
On the night of January 19, 1990, 26,000 So-
viet troops invaded the capital city of Baku 
and surrounding areas. By the end of the next 
day, more than 130 people had died, 611 
were injured, 841 were arrested and 5 were 
missing. This event is memorialized as ‘‘Black 
January,’’ and, for the citizens of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan this event left an indelible mark 
on the minds of all citizens. 

Soviet troops entered Azerbaijan under the 
pretext of restoring public order, while actually 
aiming to forcefully end peaceful demonstra-
tions for independence. However, Soviet incur-
sion further incited aspirations of Azerbaijani 
people to regain their independence after 70 
years of Soviet rule. 

In the end, Azerbaijan’s pro–Moscow regime 
grew weaker and by 1991, popular pressure 
resulted in restoration of independence of 
Azerbaijan. On August 30, 1991, Azerbaijan’s 
Parliament adopted the Declaration on the 
Restoration of the State Independence of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, and on October 18, 
1991, the Constitutional Act on the State Inde-
pendence of the Republic of Azerbaijan was 
approved. November 1991 marked the begin-
ning of international recognition of Azerbaijan’s 
independence. The United States opened an 
embassy in Baku in March 1992 and it has re-
mained committed to aiding Azerbaijan in its 
transition to democracy and its formation of an 
open market economy. 

Some historical observers have noted that 
the violence inflicted on the citizens of Baku 
may have been intended to send a message 
to other Soviet republics that similar aspira-
tions of nationalism would not be tolerated. In 
the wake of this horrific act and inspired by 
the strength of the Azerbaijani people’s belief 
in the principles of democracy, the Republic of 
Azerbaijan has maintained its independence 
for more than 16 years, despite lingering eco-
nomic and social problems from the Soviet 
era. Today, Azerbaijan has developed into a 
thriving country with double digit growth, in 
large part due to a freely–elected president 
and parliament, free market reforms led by the 
energy sector, and most importantly, no for-
eign troops on its soil. 

The road to independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity for the Azerbaijani people 
has not come without adversity and sacrifice. 
Athough Azerbaijan thrives today, the people 
of Azerbaijan recognize those who lost their 
lives on Black January in 1990 and honor their 
sacrifice through their commitment to the 
ideals of democracy. As we reflect on this ter-
rible tragedy, we who believe in the tenets of 
freedom and the hope of democracy should 
recognize the incredible sacrifice made by the 
people of Azerbaijan and by free people all 
around the world. 

I also rise to commemorate the 21st anni-
versary of the Khojaly massacre perpetrated 
by Armenian armed forces on February 25 
through February 26, 1992 in the town of 
Khojaly in the Nagorno–Karabakh region of 
Azerbaijan. Khojaly, now under the occupation 
of Armenian armed forces, was the site of the 
largest killing of ethnic Azerbaijani civilians in 
the course of the Armenia–Azerbaijan conflict. 

Khojaly, once the home to 7,000 people, 
was completely destroyed. Six hundred thir-
teen people were killed, of which 106 were 
women, 83 were children and 56 were pur-
ported to have been killed. In addition, 1,275 
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people were taken hostage, 150 went missing 
and 487 people became disabled. Also in the 
records maintained, 76 of the victims were 
teenagers, 8 families were wiped out and 25 
children lost both of their parents while 130 
lost one of their parents. According to Human 
Rights Watch and other international observ-
ers, the Armenian Armed forces were report-
edly aided by the Russian 366th Motor Rifle 
Regiment. 

At the time, Newsweek magazine reported: 
‘‘Azerbaijan was a charnel house again last 
week: a place of mourning refugees and doz-
ens of mangled corpses dragged to a make-
shift morgue behind the mosque. They were 
ordinary Azerbaijani men, women and children 
of Khojaly, a small village in war–torn 
Nagorno–Karabakh overrun by Armenian 
forces on 25–26 February. Many were killed at 
close range while trying to flee; some had 
their faces mutilated, others were scalped.’’ 

As part of the Khojaly population that tried 
to escape, they encountered violent ambushes 
that led to abuses, torture, mutilation and 
death. The Russian organization, Memorial, 
stated that 200 Azerbaijani corpses were 
brought from Khojaly to Agdam within four 
days. 

Time magazine published the following de-
scription: ‘‘While the details are argued, this 
much is plain: something grim and uncon-
scionable happened in the Azerbaijani town of 
Khojaly 2 weeks ago. So far, some 200 dead 
Azerbaijanis, many of them mutilated, have 
been transported out of the town tucked inside 
the Armenian–dominated enclave of Nagorno– 
Karabakh for burial in neighboring Azerbaijan. 
The total number of deaths—the Azerbaijanis 
claim 1,324 civilians have been slaughtered, 
most of them women and children—is un-
known.’’ 

The extent of the cruelty of this massacre 
against women, children and the elderly was 
unfathomable. This anniversary reminds us of 
the need to redouble efforts to help resolve 
the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. The United 
States as a Co–Chair of the OSCE Minsk 
Group should intensify its efforts to reach a 
resolution of this protracted conflict. 

Mr. Speaker, Azerbaijan is a strong ally of 
the United States in a strategically important 
and complex region of the world. I ask my col-
leagues to join me and our Azerbaijani friends 
in commemorating the tragedy that occurred in 
the town of Khojaly as well as Black January. 
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A TRIBUTE TO ED JOHNSON 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize Ed Johnson for 
being named a 2013 Hero of the Heartland by 
the American Red Cross serving Greater 
Iowa. 

Each year, the American Red Cross serving 
Greater Iowa recognizes Heroes of the Heart-
land by selecting everyday Iowans who have 
done extraordinary things to help their neigh-
bors and communities. The Iowans honored 
with this prestigious award displayed selfless-
ness in a variety of courageous, charitable 
and thoughtful acts. The Heroes of the Heart-
land program not only showcases the heroes 

among us, but also helps raise crucial funds to 
ensure that the American Red Cross is pre-
pared and equipped to assist those that need 
food, shelter, and comfort during emergencies 
and difficult times. 

As principal of Whittier Elementary School in 
Indianola, Ed Johnson works to improve chil-
dren’s lives every day. But to fifth grader 
Logan Major, Principal Johnson is truly a life-
saver. During a typical lunch period, Logan 
was eating a carrot that, without warning, ob-
structed his air supply. Upon seeing this stu-
dent in distress, Ed wasted no time success-
fully performing the Heimlich maneuver to 
avert the life-threatening situation. While Prin-
cipal Johnson may just see his actions as part 
of another day on the job, his quick thinking 
and professional response left an entire com-
munity grateful for his commitment to school-
children and their safety. Principal Johnson is 
an example of leadership that our state can be 
proud of. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Johnson’s actions that 
earned him the title a ‘‘Hero of the Heartland’’ 
are a testament to the humble, hardworking 
and helpful people who make up the great 
state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Ed on a job 
well done, thanking the American Red Cross 
serving Greater Iowa for their life changing ef-
forts, and wishing all of those involved in the 
Heroes of the Heartland program continued 
success for years to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I inad-
vertently missed one of the three rollcall votes 
on Wednesday, April 24, 2013. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in this manner: 

Rollcall vote No. 122—On agreeing to the 
Rule Resolution, H. Res. 175, Providing for 
consideration of H.R. 1549, Helping Sick 
Americans Now Act—‘‘no.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE VETERANS OF THE 
HONOR FLIGHT OF THE QUAD 
CITIES 

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, today, over 
ninety Iowa veterans of World War II, the Ko-
rean War, and the Vietnam War will travel to 
our nation’s capital. Together, they will visit 
the monuments that were built in their honor 
by a grateful nation. 

We owe these heroes a debt of gratitude. 
For many, today will be the first time they will 
see the National World War II Memorial, the 
Korean War Veterans Memorial, and the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial. I can think of no 
greater honor than to be able to greet them 
and thank Iowa’s—and our nation’s—heroes 
for their service to our country. 

That is why I am deeply honored to join 
them for their visit to the National World War 
II Memorial to personally thank these heroes 

for their service to our nation and to pay trib-
ute to the incredible sacrifice they made for 
our country. 

Today’s Honor Flight brings together three 
generations of veterans who will travel to-
gether and support one another throughout 
their trip. It brings together members of the 
Greatest Generation who defended and then 
rebuilt our nation to make it even stronger. It 
also brings together veterans who were never 
given the homecoming they deserved. Many 
of the Vietnam Veterans travelling on the 
Honor Flight will act as volunteer guardians for 
their fellow veterans—truly bringing together 
generations of those who have served our na-
tion. 

This trip demonstrates that we as a state 
and as a country will never forget the debt we 
owe those who have worn our nation’s uni-
form. Iowa’s veterans will be able to visit their 
monuments because their fellow Iowans re-
fused to let their service go unrecognized. 
Their generosity is truly humbling and should 
inspire us all to continue to work each and 
every day on behalf of those who serve our 
nation. 

I am tremendously proud to welcome the 
Honor Flight of the Quad Cities and Iowa’s 
veterans of the Second World War, the Ko-
rean War, and the Vietnam War to our na-
tion’s capital today. On behalf of every Iowan 
I represent, I thank them for their service to 
our country. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DOCTOR KEN 
ELMASSIAN 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Doctor Ken Elmassian on 
his new position as President of the Michigan 
State Medical Society. 

Doctor Elmassian is truly one of the great 
medical professionals and a leader in his com-
munity. After graduating from the Michigan 
State University College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine in 1976, Doctor Elmassian completed a 
residency program in anesthesiology. His im-
pressive career then began in Flint as an at-
tending anesthesiologist at Flint Osteopathic 
Hospital. After returning to Lansing, he served 
as the Director of Cardiac Anesthesiology at 
McLaren Greater Lansing where he held many 
leadership positions including the chair of the 
Credentials Committee, member of the Critical 
Care Committee, vice-chair of the Department 
of Anesthesia, Medical Staff Secretary, and 
Chief of Staff as well as a member of the 
Board of Trustees. 

These prestigious positions and titles do not 
take away Doctor Elmassian’s focus and un-
derstanding of how patient health and profes-
sional development interact within the broader 
context of our state and local communities. He 
has held numerous leadership positions in the 
Ingham County Medical Society (ICMS) as 
delegate to the Michigan State Medical Soci-
ety, chair of the Legislative Committee, past 
treasurer, and past president and continues to 
serve the ICMS as a member of its Board of 
Directors. 

As an active member of the Michigan State 
Medical Society, Doctor Elmassian has served 
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